THE 
COMMONS 


COMPLAINT: 


WHEREIN I SSETARR 
NED T VYVO SEeeeeREALLE 
GRIEVANCES: 


The firſt, the general deſirutt:;on and waſte of Woods in this Kingdome, with 
a remedy fir the ſame: Alſo how to plant Wood according tothe nature of 
encry Soyle,withont loſſe of any Ground; and how thereby many more and 

| better Catte!l may be yeerely bred, with the charge and profit that yeerely 

| may ariſe thoreby, 


THE SECOND GRIEVANCE IS, 


Tut ExXcTREAMES DT Or 


| VierTyvy ana 


FOFYVRE RE MEDIES FORCES AIACE 


1. By agenerall Planting of Fruit-trees, with the charge andprofit. 
2. By az extraordinary breeding of Fowle and Pullen in places connenient, 
by a Plot herein ſet downe for the purpoſe, with the charge and profit, 

3. By agencroll deſtroying of allkind of Vermine, with aneee eſtimation 
wht is yeerely denonred and deſtroged by them , aud how the moſt of them in 
foort t-rme may be d:firoyed wth a ſmall charge, 


4. Proumg the abundance of (, orne,that ic yerely denonred and deſtroyed 
by the infinite number of Pidgeons, kept and mamtamed in this Kimngdome. 
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N28) dread Soueraigne, the 
©JVO|1F loue and dutte that I owe 
[ vnto your Maieſtie and 
RY & Kingdome,hath tmbold- 
ned me to Dedicate the fruits of my old 
age and trauell vnto your Highneſle, 
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' hoping that the fubiect thereof will 


no way offend You. It is intended 
tothe good of your Maicſhie and your 
Royall Progente, the generall good of 
the Common-wealth tor all poſterinie, 
and in part tendech to your Princely 

A 2 f peech! 


hs 


F EXT vnto G oÞ, moſt - 


The Epiſile Deaucatorie. 


ſpeech to the Parliament, VV hat [ 
fall herein fet downe [I proouc by the 


betSchoolemaſter, which is, my long 
eXPCrience, having ſpent many yeares 
in the attaininz chan, eſpecially 
theſe foure Jaſt Y<ares, When | hau 2 
imployed my ſtudy and travel throvgh 


ſome parts of -moſt of the Countries of 


this Kingdome torthis purpole,o't ha- 
uing conference with many of the beſt 
Commonwealths-men tor my better 
vnderſtanding ; deſiring by all good 
means to nc roa perfect knowledve 
how to Plant, preſerue, and maintaine 

the bleſsings cf God as well in thisour 
deſtroying age as they haue beene 1n 
former times, wherein was left a prece- 
dent and olentic of that whichis now 1n 


effect deſtroyed . All are giuen totake 


the profit preſent, but the ornone atall 
regard 


” | 
T he Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 
regard the poſtcritie or future times. 
This exerciſe in all ages hath beene in 
tyzh account with the wiſelt and moſt 
worthieſt, and hath beene bleſſ=d by 
Ged himſelfs,Cas hath appeared to t..c 
world:)and by the approbation of your 
Mareſtte, may bee ſo putin execution 

as the branches thereot may bze ſoreal 
ouer all your Domintons, to the dil- 
burde <ning of your loving Subiects of 
ali cheirgrieuancesprelent and to come. 


Z 
[ ſp: Ire tO proceeds any further, ſince 


your Mateſtie whom God heck filled 
with the ſpirit of wiſedome in vnder- 
lla:ding, by yourready apprehenſion 
Seendech much more then [ can 
ſpeake heercof. Thus ſubmitting my 
poore labours, or rarher hilt 
mite. to the conſidera of your R.oy- 
all Maieſty,bauing nothirig elle to pre- 


AY ſent 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 
ſent the ſame withall, burmy bumble 
prayers to the King of Kings, tomuL 
tiply the giftes of his holy Spirit 
more and more ypon you,and 
that you may Reignema- * 
ny happie yeeres a- 
monsglt vs. 


Your Hig hneſſe moſt 
humble Subieft, 


| 
| 


Arthur Standiſh, | 
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To Taz Rzeaves, 
2X Houhaſt here gentle Rea- 


> der,brought home vnto thee Wl 
AY the harueſt of my long ex- "| 
»&) perience, with little labour Wit 
* or coſt vnto thy ſelfe, wher- 184 
inthou mayeſt plainely according to the na- ib 
ture of enery Soyle, learne how to plant Wl 1] 
ſuch profits as naturally our (ountry hath, 
and will afoord for the profit of thy ſelfe and 
Countrey: Firſt, how to plant Wood, and 
how to breed Cattell to a greater number, | 
yeerely to thy great gaine,as ſhall plainely Il 
be proued. Fn the ſecond,the profit of plan- ill 
ting fruit trees in Hedges or Orchards, as 
of Apples, Wardens and Peares, being no 
ſtrange nonelies , —_ by want of in- 
) \ duſtrie 
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To the Reader. 


duflrie they are made ſtrange vnto ys , by 

orr buying them from foraine ( ountries at 

& Veate rate,by ovr flouth and veglipence; 
whereas by the biefs 1g of CG oa, the very 

foxle of cur Feds juch, as they would 
zeel-* great plentie , wit: out hindring any 
other profit , and may bee g:ined with leſſe 

cojt and labotir, then any 6:her commonitie 

im this Rivedome whatfocucr, as/hall here- 

in be proned. Fn the third, the maner how 

to breede Fowle and Pulicn, by a ſecure 

plot from ſlealing,and from vernine. Lafl- 
ly, Low by a ſpecdy meancs to deſtroy all 

kind of Vermimne , eſpecially the feathered 
kind, wuh a neere eſlimation whats ,yerce 

ly deſirazed by Vermin and Pidgeon;, both 
in (orne and other things.'By means there- 
of , not onely ( orne, but eſpecially ther 
victuals i brouott and doth continue at too 
deere'a rate, for the poore Artificer and 
L abouring man ; by which dearth , too oft 
by ariſ.th 


To theReader, 


ariſeth diſcontents, and mutinies amons 
the common ſort , as appeared of late by a 
grieuance taken onely of the dearth of 
Corne, m Warwickejire, Northampton- 
ſhire and «ther places, about which time the 
minds of many were molefled: whereupon F 
rooke thefir(t occalion to implay my Studie 
and tranell im thu buſmeſſe,hoping by God's 
helpe to prenent ſuch inconnentencies , as 
too oft doth ſpring cut of the deſperate tree 
of want. Whereupon good Reader, it inſu- 
et>, that by the obſeruing of theſe ſmall di- 
rcftions, thou mayeſi per forme ſome part of 
the cauſe of thy creation, by gtuing glorie to 
thy Creator, honour, pleaſure , and profit to 
thy King , Conntrey, and to thy ſelfealſo, 
by feeling and relieuing thy Chriſtian bro- 
thers wants , and by a charitable inauftrie, 
thou mayeſt raiſe meanes to disburthen 


them of all their grieuances preſent and to 
b come; 


TotheReader, 


come, and in the end, by the mercie of our 
£20d God, thou mayeſt bee —_— of his 
long promiſes ua the Geſpell, Come you 
eſled of my Father,&c. The which F 
crave for lejus Ch riſt bi; ies 


NS <= S=&+ Aa\ ; SON 
VPON 77 EE AND HIS 
Moſt commendableand neceſlarie- worke. 


Or me my paints and ſubicel ft) commend 
(Each praiſing cach by their dumbe ſilence beſt) 
Were candle light wnto the Sunie to lend, 
Seaa Owles to Athens, paint the Phenix breſt; 
Gin? Flora Garlands, Loue his 1yrile bow, 
Arabia ogours, pearle fo Thetis brow. 


Bret Loe the Genius of faire Britaine, ly 
Commands me ſpeake, and zixe thee "Y dcſert, 
who art ſo uarefull of poſterity, 
And preſent times vnrew*d of greater part : 
K) W24r 19 by Thames the' s more enritcht by Standiſh, 
Then all the go!/dſhze zor by Drake ava Candiſh. E: 


Henry Peacham. 
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\Ta thirty laſt yeares then in ary hundred 
= )- yearcs before. Little reſpect 1s taken bur 
by your Maieſty, tor the poſterity and proſperity of your 
Kingdow:to many deſtcoy-rs,but few or none at al doth 
plantor preierue:by reaſon thcrot there is no Timber left 
inthis Kinsdome at this inſtant onely co repaire the buil- 
dings thereof an other age, much Iefſe co build withsll: 
wiixreby this greeuance doth daily increaſe. Thereaſons 
are many : firſt the want offireis expeed, without the 
- whici mans life caanot be preſerued:fecondly , the want 
of Timber, Bricke Tilg, L:me, Iron, Leadand C:laſle tor 
the building of habications . Tier torche maintainwg 
of husbandry, for navigation , for veſlcls, for bruing and 
the keeping of drinke, and all other neccſlaries for houſc- 
keeping:barke for the ranning of Learher,bridges for tra- 
ell, pales for Parkes, pules for Hoppes, and ſalt from the 
Wi iches The want of woodis, and will be a great decay 
BI co 
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£/3$2gj your Kingdome,more Within twenty or 
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e Commons complaint, 


b tillage, and cannot but bee the greateſt cauſe of the 
dearth ofcorne, and hindreth greatly the yearcly breeding 
of many catrell , by reaſon that much ſtraw is yearely bur= 
ned, thatto the breeding of cattell might bee imployed: 
the want of wood in many places of this Kingdome con» 
fraineth the foyll of cartell to be burned, which ſhould be 
imployedto the {trengthning of land,and fo doth the want 
ot hurdels forthe folding ofſheepe, andthe want of wood 
cauſeth too many great loſles by fire, that comimerh by 
the burning of ſtraw, and ſo it may be conceiuet, no wood 
no Kingdome. 


The remedies may be thus. 


F that all owners of land according tothe nature of the 
I | ſoiles wherein there lands doe lie , wereenioynedrto 
plant all their hedges with wood ( and not onely with 
rhornes ) fo thicke as conveniently trees may grow an 
proſper, allowing toure yardes betwcene tree and tree : to 
be toppedand lopped for fire-wood { reſeruing ſomepart 
of their hedges where they may thinke it moſt couent- 
ent for their profite, to beeplanted with fruit trees, orto 
plant allwith fire-wood, and plant fruit trees in Orchards, 
accordingtotheir beſt liking). Aad that they might bee 
furcher enioyned to plant foreuery acre in their {cuerall 
occupations, fonre rrces more, tobepreſerved for Timber 
for ſo many yeares before any ofthem (houtd bee felled, as 
the trees mav be growne to be good Timber, which will be 
necrefoureſcore yeares: and that after that the trees bee 
erowneto be Timber, thatnone ſhould be felled, orat any 
time before or after waſted, but ſo many to be planted and 
continued: And thar all ſuch perſons as hauc "—_ in- 
al3T. 
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T he Commons complaint. 


ſtan? their grounds furniſhed with wood, in ſuch ſort as 
is required, might bee alſo enioyned hereafter to plant and 
preſerue ſomany trees and ſo much wood, as heaccafter 
they (hall fell or waſte. Andthar all tenants might be en- 
ioyncdinlike ſort to plant their hedges with trees for fire, 
andro hauethe lops to their owne houſes forfire, andro 
plant two trecs for euery acre jn their occupations for 
Tymber. This being performed, no witcan comprehend 
whar good may in time grow thereby vnto the Kingdome, 
although ſome taſt may be taken by rhe planting of rwenty 
acres as followeth , with other dirc&ions for this PUr- 
poſe. Andfor the better concciuing thereof: admirthar a 
man hauetwenty acres onely in his occupation of paſture 
ground, wherein hee ycarely breedethor feedethtwentie. 
cattell, andthat hee ſhould for this purpoſe incloſe in the 
drieſt corner of that cloſe halfe an acre, and rhat there 

were no ferce belore about theſame, burthatir wereto- 
be incloſed round with a good ditch and hedge, which 

would containe forty eightRode, and that the chargeat 

the firſt ſhould coſt three pound fixe ſhillings eight pence, 
and that the maintayning thercof, till the wood that is 
therein to be planced ſhould bee paſt taking hurt by cartel[, 
which may be ten yeaces, ſhould colt two pound:thirceene 

ſhillings foure pence more, being in all fixe pound, more 
by the halfe then it can coſt. The halfe acre.being thus. 
incloſed, digge therein abour Chriſtmas leuen ſcore and 
tenne plots ota yard ſquare, leaving three yardes.cuery: 
way betweene the plots digged; letirlic with rhe-grafſe 

fide downe till abour Mid{omer , then digge jtagainc:and. 
againe abut Hollan-ryde, whenthe Maſt of Okes, Beech, 

orthe Chates of Aſh falleth from the trees: then take of 


the ſame Maſt or Coates, according tothe nature. of the 
{oile- 


FN The Commons comp laint. 


ſoile. andſerthem halte a footea ſunder , and not aboue a 
hand bredth deepe, andkeepe is weeded wellthe fiiſtewo 
yearcs; being ſurethat 'heſpring be not troden on : afcer 
which time there may bein September abuut the middeft 
thereof, rhe ſapp- being then 11 theroore, all the young 
plants drawne vp to be plantedin the hedges of the fame 
cloſe,onely reſerving rwo incuery plot of the beſt, being 
molt likely to be trees, anJ after (1xe yeares there may be 
drawne vp halfe the reit ro be planted elſe where, l:aning 
then onely a hundted and fittie:in which time the ground 
may be mowed betweene the plants,ſo that ti1creby there 
15 ſmall loſſe :for after the three firlt yeares rhe ground 
may be eaten with theepe,and after ten yeares the ground 
may be laid forth to che cloſe, as it was before with feuen 
ſcore and tenyong trees, which within foureſcore yeares 
may well be worth ſo many pounds, The hedges being 
planted as is ſet downe cannot yeeld folittle fire-woud as 
may be worth twenty ſhillings a yearc: rhe tn enty cattell 
that there is to bee bred or fedde cannot beelefl: berttered 
then ewo ſhillings in a beaſt yearely by their quiet Jiuing 
inthe wood thus planted: keeping there the fleſh that be- 
fore they loſt : being before conſtrained by the extreme 
heate of the Sunne, andFlyes, for want cf(hadowor 
wormeſtall,torunnevp and dowpe the clole. looting the 
fleſh in the hear that they gotin the co0le, and ſo ſpoyling 
the water with running into it, as ſeldomethey could get 
their bellies full of water ( the want thereof breedeth ma: 
ny dilcaſes.) And further by the quiet being of the carcell 
1nthe wood, there is grafle ſaued yearcly worth rwenty 
ſhilings,which before was ſpoyled by the cattels running, 
treacing and foyling ofthe graſſe. And by this meancs 


it appeareth,rhar after ten yeares the twenty acres nay be 
im- 
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improved at the leaſt fortic ſhillings ayeareby the car- 
tell:ſo charitis bur three yeares profite thus toimproue 
the twenty acres. And this for the breeding and feeding 
of cartel], ali breeders andfceders will affirme, and that a 
b:utcr breed of catte]l may be raiſed of thoſe grounds thar 
wanteth good water for their cattell and ſhadow:and for 
thoſe grounds that wanres either, can neuer breed good 
catte!), or wake fo mvch profite otcheir Dairies, as beſt 
may appearc betweene Lancaſhire and Lincolnthire,and 
al other countries Where ſuch meanes of water and wood 
is wanting, Anc by rhe wood thetwenty acres is bettered 
at ihe leaſt other fortie ſhillings a yeare: for ifitbe caſt ir 
ſhall apcare,that atrce growing tiilit befoureſcore years 
olde, being then worth twenty {hillings,ic groweth after 
three pence a veare. So that ſo many timber-trees ſo ma- 
ny pounds beſides tie tire-wood. VWhat lofſe or gaine 
here is required, Ileaue to be cenſured by the Reader. 


OBn1lEtEctIONS. 


t hath beene obieCted that iris againſt a mans profire 

to preſerue his woods, for they grow butat three 

ſhillings ſoure pence an acre per a/27u,8 the ground 
being conuerted to paſture jt is worth tenne ſhillings an 
acre per a-zum. And further ic hath been ſaid by ſomerhar 
they have wood enough for them & their heites, let them 
plant wood that neederh,cither for building or any other 
vies:and that it cannot bee conceived how wood can bee 
planted,in reſpe& ofthe differcnce offoiles,or how plants 
may be gotten to piant the Kingdome withall,or that any 


ſuchprofire may ariſe, and that there is Sea cooles cnow 
to ſupply many waniss 
s THE 
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Tux Angsvvazs,. 


. 


T He Obic&tions are too true, as may apyeare to the 


world as touching wood, butncotinthereſt, as 
hath beeneproued, and might further appeareit 
a ſuruay were taken of the wooces now growing in this 
Kingdome: for it would bee found that the fourth partis 
not able ro maintaine it felfe threeſcore yeares without 
ood maintayning and preferuing. And as touching the 
 —_ of {foile, who knoweth not , may heereby know, 
that wood hath and will grow in molt part of all this King- 
dome, being planted and preſerued, as fuſt appeareth by 
the peakes of Darby ſhiere and other {tonic countries, 
where there is yet to bee ſeenc Aſhe woode growing abour 
cuery towne, though very rockie:as for Oke,Beech,Elme, 
and Afhe, it dothgrow in flinty or grauelly ground, as ap+ 
peareth by rhe Chulterne Country, ( as it is termed in 1na« 
ny ſhieres )andon the grauelly grounds every way about 
London, by Elme : and for ſoft fenaiſh groundes, it appea- 
reth about thetownes that there is ſome, and hath beene 
better ſtore of Elme and Willow, and other juch like 
woods,aud would bee fit were planted and preſernes. The 
maner how to plant elme & Willow, is to lopa yong elme 
or Willow, *thelop beeing but of three yeares growth,in 
the latter end of March orthe beginning of Aprill , when 
the ſappe is vp inthe boughes, and the buddes ready to put 
toorth:rhen cutte off the boughes fo lopped, cutchemin 
lengrthes of afoote long Coulr-foote wiſc,leauing the knot 
where the budde is to bee put forth in the middeit; then lay 
theſe ſhort boughes in trenches where you would haue 
the woodto grovw, three ot foure fingers deepe, and coucr 
| them 
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them Well with mou'd well troden, leaning the knot bare» 
in moylt ground forthe Willow, the Elme will Srowein 
harder ground: Ifthe Spring bee driethen water them, and 
afturedly they will grow ſooner to bee Trees then ſets, {© 
will the bough of avy Tree, as well of fruit trees as others, 
and the talleſt and itraighreſt of the ſame being taken a- 
bout Lammas, and as neere the body of the Tree as may 
be; with a Knife cut the Barke of the bovgh cleane a- 
way of hand breadth, leauing not any Batke for the ſappe 
toreturne withall to the body, the Darke being thus taken 
away, then unmediatly take a goodquantitic of Clay, and 
lay thereon ſome good earth ofthe {1dethar is to bee layed 
next thetree: and Jap the ſaid Claye and Earth about the 
bough, vpon theBarke next ro the place wherethe Barks 
is taken off,a hand breadth art the leaſt, and moſle it and 
bind it as a graft, ſo let it ſtand rill the midſt of September, 
thenſaweit offand ſer it wereyou would haue it to grow, 
and as neere as you can with the fametide to the Sunne as 
was before, and aſſuredly they will grow to be trees for to 
be lopped for fire, and your fruit trees will ſome of them 
beare fruit the firſt yeere,, bur the ſecond certainely, if the 
yeere beſeaſonable. Ando will licle yong roots of Elme 
being taken when the ſappe is in them,and tet as quick ſets, 
by which meanes the Fennith countries may haue Elme, 
Iimberfire-v1000, and wormeſtall or ſhelrer for cher cat- 
tell. And as for Sea-coales, there is no aſſurance howlong 
they may indure: it is apparant that Coale mines doe de- 
cay too faft in molt Countryes, and arc too chargeable to 
w2ny Countryes inreſpcct of carriage, andin molt mines 
arcnotto begotwithoutine vie ofmuch woods 
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what further benefite may be made on ſheepe-walkes, Downes or 
Heathcs , by planting of weod where the grounds are 
barren. 


rhere is or may be kept five kundrec theepe,there were 

plowed vp about Chriſtmas twenty :cres in the low- 
e{t bottom of che wa.ke tor this purpoſe, where water may 
be kept all the yeare, aſweli for the breediog of Fuwle, as 
for the other profites : all which may be maintained vnder 
one charge by the Shepheard( without tencing,iorthaton 
ſuch Downes little catte]l commeth.) Being ſo plowed, 
let it lie till Midlomer : if then it be perce:ucathat there 
will be Maſt that yeare, then plough it againe, andthen ler 
it lie vntill about Hallowmas : Then rake the Mait of Oke, 
Beech and the Chats of Aſhe, bruiſed Cradbs, after the 
veriuiceis prefied our, and hawes : mingle theſe together 
to ſow about the fides and endes of the ground abouta 
yard broad, andvpon the reſt ſow no hawes, but ſome fey 
kernels of Crabs, then begin at a {ide and ſow five yards 
of bredth, & plough vnder this Maſt and Charts very ſhal- 
low, then leaue {xe yarces in breadth, and fow and plough 
five yardes more, and lo from ſineiofide. And bee fureto 
leaueayard and halte at thelaſt fide The reſt ofthe head- 
lands to lic till the reſt of the Cioſe bee ſowen in March 
with Otes,that the cattcll may not hurte the Maſt towen by 
treading on it. | 

Theclote being thus fowen with Maſt and Otes, in the 
meanetime there would bea houſe bnilded for the ſhep- 
heard to dwell in, where he may beſt overſee the gronnd 
torhis eaſe, The charge thereof, firſt , of the houſe fine 
pou.d,the plowing thrice and the harrowing tiyo ſhillings 
\ eight 


FT for example , that on enery Sheepe-walke whereon 
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eight pence an acre, cight pound the Maſt, and getting it 
readie fortie ſhillings, tor fiue quarters of Otes to ſow the 
ground fiftic ſhillings : for the getting of Otes in harueſt, 
and catrying of them into rhe barne fiftie ſhillings, and 
ſo the wholecharge is twenty pound, whereof the Otes 
will yecld fifreene pound, if they increaſe bur fix of one. 
Then when the ſpring is of two yeares growth, there may 
be drawne vp part of the ſpring,which may be imploied for 
quickſers,8& whe the remainder is {ix years of growth there 
may be more drawne vp to beet : at which drawing there 
may be got as many as will bee well worth fiue pound, lea« 
uing then none bur forty foure of eyther {ideof euery row, 
five yards berweene cuery one, and here andthere toleaue 
ſome ſpeciall one that is like to bee a fine tree for Tymber, 
and ſome hundred or moreot the Crab tree ſtockes to 
graft on, andin the hedge rounde about to bee left thicke 
foure yardes berweene euery tre2, and ſo leaue as there 
may be Jett at the leaſt three thouſand fiue hundred beſides 
Crab- trees. Thele three thouſand five hundred growing 
twenty yeares, there may bee then ewothouſand ſtocked 
vp, which will bee well worth tweiue pencea piece to bee 
ſol , flue hundicd of the very belt to remaine for Tim- 
ber trees, and a thouſand ro be topped, which at eueryten 
yeares end may bee lopped for fire wood:che tops of that 
thouſand trees cannot beſo little worth as fitty pound : by 
which meanes at that twenty yeares endthere may be gai- 
ned by the rwo thouſand trees thatare ſtocked, a hundred 
pound, and fiue hundred trees lefc, that within toureſcore 
yeares may well bee worth fiue hundred pound: the thou- 
ſand ccees remayning to bee lopped will grow after five 
pound yer aza%m at the leaſt, and the ground being betore 
batren(hardly worth twelue pencean acre)will be worth 
2 cn 
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ren ſhillings an acre per ann: for by the graile and weeds 
that will grow the firſt fixe yeares, and the lodging of the 
ſheepein the night, whenthe weather 1s ſuch as they cans 
not be folded,and the ſhaddow of the trees, vm hich are io to 
bee planted that there may bee eleuen yards betweene e- 
Very tre, except in the hedges. The ground will be made 
very goud meddow, and will ftinde the ſheepe hay enough 
with good winter paſture, and warme ihelrer in ſharpe 
weather. Andifwater can be kept,there may be bred with 
zwenty pound cott, fowle or pullen well worth wenty 
nobles per anaum, all charges borne, : if the plot for fowle, 
be neare corne, then may chere bee beit kept wilde Duckes 
3ad Mallards, which doe neuer hurt corne in field: : 
Ifthclike planting of wood were on common Sheepe- 
walks, Common paltures, and Commons where thelands 
are ſo goodas they might be ſowen with Wheate or Rye, 
with the maſt, the whole charge thereot would be made in 
chree yeares with twenty pound gained at the lcait, by che 
croppe of Wheate or Rye, anda crop of Otes atter be- 
riveene the grounds where the Maſt is ſowne, as bctore 
is ſet downe. If the like prouiſtion were made in Paris 
"where wood decayeth, and hay is {cant tor Dcere,it would 
bee very bencfictall to the owners, and by the planting our 
Commons, common paſtures,or common Sheepewalks 
by the charges of the rowne whereunto ſuch grounds doe 
belong, the charge will be inned, as before is ſer downe,in 
three yearesa preſentrelicfe ray{ed by fowle to the poore 
ofthe towne, of iix pound rhirteene ſhillings foure pence, 
and after ten yeares , three pound fixe ſhillings eight 
pence at the leaſt by fruite : after twenty yecares by rwo 
thouſand trees thar may be ſtocked, one hundred pound to 
remaineforaſtocke, andfiue hundred trees, ro bee left for 
| Timber 


held 


The Commons complaint. II 


Timber, and one thouſand trees remayning to be lopped 
which may yeelde woode worth fiue pound a yeare ; by 
which meanes the rownes where {uch preuiſion may bee 
made,may nor onely be greatly eaſed of the charge of their 
poore, but allo haue a ftock whereby they may be alwaies 
diſcharged of ſuch charges as may happen eyther to 
Church or King by the increaſe ofthe ſtocke. And turther 
take certaine knowledg that all barren and moſſie grounds 
may be improued muchby letting three yeares prafle rot 
on the ground, andit is the onely way nextvnto lime to 
deſtroy Mofle, 


The ſecond grienance, i the azarth of Vittuals, 
with remeay for the ſame. 


Oncerning Victuals, the want thereof is very 
great, in regard that allkind of Victuals is riſen and 
growen more deere in price within rheſelaſt ſixe 
yeeres then in twentie yeeres before : And it the dearth 
of Victuals ſhall ſo happen to increaſe butafeweyeeres 
tocome/as by all likelyhoodcit is like for to Coe) excepe 
lome ſpeedy remedy be prouided, thepoore man by his 
Jabours ſhall not get whercwith to relieve himſelfe 
and family. This dearth may bce much eaſed, it that 
cuery one that bath a Pigeon houſe might bee entoy- 
ned or otherwiſe required to breed yearely extraordi- 
narily acertame numbcr of fowle or pullen, as {hall ſeeme 
beſt to their liking. The manner and faſhion all be ſer 
downe by a plot for the purpoſe, how they may be bred, 
with the chargeand profite that may yearely arife to the 
OWNCrs. 
The reaſons whereof are fine :firſt,in regard that apior 
| : C22 ro 
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tro breed fowle or pullenia,w<Þ may be made & furniſhed 
witilefſe charges rncn a Pigeon houſe, yeelderch more pro- 
fireandaorhing at att offendeinthe peoplezwheras the Pi- 


geons Are 1 great Cilie of tits dearth, and more chargeable 


then profitavic roitheir owners,and the loſſe that the King- 
dom receiucrth thereby is infinit,as at large ſhall beproucd, 

Secondly,thart jt is co be ſuppoicd thar every one that 
isableto builda Pigzon houle , 1s allo avie to make a plot 
for fowle or pullen co breed in , and eyther is or ſhould be 
the Lord of the Mannor , who hath to his Mannor ſome 
conuenient ground to make a plor on for that purpoſe, 
and to breed (o many pullea or toiwie yearly as he keeperh 
Pigeons. . 

Thirdly,thatas aPigeon houſe is builded for houſe-kee- 
ping,fo the fowle and pullen is more profitable, as alſo 

ſhall be proued. 

Fourrhly,that as the extreme dearth of victualscauſerh 
many to breake vp houſ-keeping , and to pur away their 
ſcruants, whereby many through waar fall to fiealing,and 
therby come to an vntimely end: fo an extraordinary bree« 
ding of fowle and pullen, with other meanes as followeth, 
may by Gods blefling 1o eaſe the extremitie thereof, as 
men may, as their aunceſtors haue in former ages, delight 
in hoſpitality, and thereby preuent many inconueniences 
that the extremity of dearth doth and may procure, 

Fiftly and laſtly,the profite of the Fowle and pullen ſhal 
be proued to bee ſuch as no claricable Chriſtian can denie 
to performe. 

Now to proue the difference ofthe charge ani profite 
betweene a Pigeon houſe and aplort for fowle andpullen: 
Firſt, all men ofexperience know that an ordinary Pigeon 


houſe offiue yardes anda halfe ſquare, and foure yardes 


high 
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high to the evteſings ; in which houſe there may bee con- 


tained tweluclcore Pairg of Pigeons, will coſt five and F 


ewenty pound at thelcaſt, and that it will be three yeares 


| before it commeth to the beſt profite: and when it com- 


meth to that, thebeſt Pigeon houſc is ſeldome worth five 

ound per annum , CXCept it bee withinthreeſcore miles of 
N ndon , whereal] victuals are dearer then in other places 
ofthe Kingdome, or adouble houſe. I will nor ſtand to 
prouethe opinion of the multitude, of the charge ofa Pi- 
geon, thatſhewill eare {it ſhe have liberty )a quarter of 
cornein a yeare(althoughlI have ſomereaſon to belecue 
it, for that two credible perſons didaffirme vnto me, that 
they hadlately ſeenc halfeapinte ct corne at onetime, ta- 
ken our of an old Pigeons crop ,*and offered to make 
proofe thereof by witnefles of good credite:) but I will 


admit of that which in cominon reaſon ts not to be deni- 


ed, that Pigeons haue corneat wili to teede on more then 
halfe the yeare : and admitting that there bee twelueſcore 
vairein a houſc of ode Pigeons, as commonly there is, 
and that every olde pigeon 1n that tine with her young 
ones ſhould eate but two buſhels , which commetrh to (ixe 
ſcore quarters at a houſe: & it is generally toJden that they 
hinder che increaſe ofthat which wou'd grow, and ſpoyle 
as much as they eate, from the time that corne groweth 
ripe inthe fielde, bciore harueſt bee done andthe ſcede 
times. And thus in rcaſon it doth appeare, that in allrhe 
feed times ofthe yeare there is at the leaſt fixtecne weekes, 
in which time ſhe gatizereth vp much cornethatis leaſt vn- 
coucred by the harrowes , which aſhovecroftraive would 
couer, and ſo would growe: and naturally all Peafe and 
Beanes if they fall nor deepein ſowing, andbee very well 
couered, they will ſwell our ofthe ground , and lic bare vp- 
pon 
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pon the ground : and yet not withſtanding Peaſe and 
Beanes, and all other corne by nature groweth with the 
rootfirſt into the ground, and then ſpingethvpwards: ſv 
that after the {cede times bee done, and the corne groweth 
grcene, till it grow ſo high that the Pigeons cannot gee 
through it, they garher vp the corne growing, and breake 
off the blades, and eatethe corne: all which will be conft- 
deitly proved by all Husbandmen and Gentlemen, eſpe- 
cially by ſuch as ſomecimes lend their minds to vnderſtand 
theprofite of husbandry. 

This being allowed? which by no meanes can bediſpro- 
ned) it appearcth that twelue ſcore paire of Pigeons de- 
uoure,deſtroy and hinder the increaſe oftwelue ſcore quar- 
ters of cornein a yeare. Admir it were but halfefo much, 
and that the corne were rated, being Wheat, Ryc, Barley 
and Peaſe, but at two ſhillinges and apenny the buſhell, 
fixeſcore quarters commeth toa hundred pound per az- 
2tata houſe. Admit further, that the fixt part thereof 
be the owners of the Pigeon houſe/ tor ſo it is to be ſuppo- 
{ed that the Lord of the Mannor hath a fizth pare ot the 
rowne,then it followeth that his fiue pounds-worrh of Pi- 
geons colteth him ſixteene pound rhiirteene ſhillings and 
cight pence at the leaſt. VVhat other charge his Pigeons 
are vnto him,I forbeare to relate : the number of the Pige- 
on houſes cannot be fewer then forty thouſand, wirh che 
Pigeons kept at houſes. Now tothecharge andprofire of 
towle or pullen: the plotandall things thercunto belong- 
ing will nor coft aboue twenty pound, to haue it ſecure , 
and io 2s when occaſion 1s,tihat fome of the wilde kinde is 
taken,thetaking of ſome may not offend the reſt thar are 
toremaine. "The plot muſt be eſpecially for rhe wilde 
Linde of Duck and Mallard, which are beſt to bekept "_ 

or 
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for profite andp\aſure, in a piece of ground where water 
is and may be got andkept al the yeare,oftwo and twenty 
yards ſquare,to be moted about with a mote of arode or 
pole of bredth,which wil be twenty poleaboutzto be made 
tixefoortdeepein the middeſt , ard ſomething ſhallower 
towards the fides, which will coſt at fiue ſhillings a rode, 
five pound. Theleuelling ofthe ground, with quickſet and 
workeinanſhip, foure pound, the houſe being fiue yardes 
ſquareand fixe foot high,and hauing alittle chamber ouer 
it to keepeOtes in to feed them : the houſe to be but ſtud- 
dedand tiynly lathed, two fingers betweene the lathes: 
which houſe cannot coſt aboue eight pound, and the 
b:idge and doore twenty ſhillings, 

Theplort being made,pur into it about Chriſtmas three- 
ſcore tame Duckes andewenty Mallards, which will coſt 
about three and fifty ſhillings ftourepence, or at Candle- 
mas for want of Duckes,fortie Hennes andten Cocks, to 
remaine till wilde Ducke egges be gorten to breede on in 
the meane time : there are neither the Hennes nor the 
Duckes,but their egges will be worth the corne, branne, 
and draines that the yong Ducklings mult be fedde with - 
all,till they can eatc Oites. The plor being thus ready and 
all things elſe,ſend one with a horſe for egges in March in- 
ro Cambridge-ſhiere into the fennes, or intoany other 


neerer place, where wilde duckes egges areto be gor for 


money,eſpecially in the tennes,, ifche people haue liberty 
ro get them for inthe ſpring time when the wilde duckes 
laye,the pooreſort will goc with a dogge into the fennes, 
where their dog wil put vp the fowle out off their neaſts, 
zndthen ifthey finde many egges therein that be vnlitren, 
they will take moſt of them away with aladle , or by ſome 


other meanes 3ſo that they neither handle the egges that-' 
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they leauc behinde,nor breathe vpon them 3 and then will 
marke the place wherethe neſt is, {o as they may readily 
Ccincto it,and once in a weeke wil fetch all the <pges that 
are laide inthe meanctime,and fo make the ducke ( whoſe 
nature is to lay till her neaſt be full betore ſhe will fizte)ſo 
poorc as tlicy may rake her (which cftentimes the hungry 
ſort do.) Theegges being thus gctready, when the keeper 
ot them ſecth the hen or duck feather iter neaſt, and begin- 
neth to ſir,then lay inthe reaſt twelue wiide ducke egges. 
And thus in two yeares the whole number of the wilde or 
rame may be bredinſuchſort as they may be raken offar 
the ovners pleaſurc,andalſtocke of fourc-{core of the al- 
deitto be left for breedivg with twenty Mallards : which 
foure ſcore olde duckes will breed and bring vp common- 
ly cuery one of them eight at the leaſt; the whole number 
to bee three hundred and twenty couple, to be ſoide, 
are well worth ejght pence the couple, which ariſerh 
to the ſummeotten pound, and a make for their young 
ones. Then ihe cgges that they will yearely lay ro be but 
worth fifty three ſhillings and foure pence, ar fue a penny; 
and the Fiſh thar may bce bred inthe Morte ycarely,to bee 
worth thirtcene ſhillings foure pence : provided alwayes 
that there brecde no Pikes, for they will deſtroy the yorg 
Fowle but notthe Pullen. The whole Summe is fourteene 


pound, dedu@t our of the {ame fiue pound, to buy tenne 


quarters of Oates yearcly , which ten quarters will allow 
the Fowles aboue a buſheil and halfe a wecke,, which is 
morethen is needfull to be ſpent on them : for exceptit be 
in Froſt or Snow whenthe ground is covered, or when 
they fitte , and the young ones are not able to flye a- 
broad , a very ſmall quantity will ferue to giue them euery 
morning a few , that cucry one may getadozen —_— 
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As for their breede, being once well haunted, they will 
nzuer away in the day, if they may be inquier,but altoge- 
ther in thenight, by which meanes they are ſafe from Ver- 
mine,and they will continu? there eſpecially in breeding 
time. For experience teacheth all men to know, thart all 
thing that hath life, louerh belt the place wherein it was 
bred, finding there their bz{t reliefe and reſt:as appcareth 
that all the VWinter/rill breeding time)chere are hardly one 
couple of Duckes and Mallards to be feene inthe Fennes, 
bur abundancein Summertime, where they remaine vn- 
til about Michaclmas,and then they go away againe.Then 
further allow torty fixe ſhillings cightpenceto the keepers 
and cowards the keeping of the Hedge, the remainder is 
cleere (all charges deiraycd) {ixe pound thirteene ſhillings 
and foure pence. Thus is the proote made betweene the 
Pigeons and the wilde Fowle. 
The plor for tame will not coſt ſo much by the charge 
of the houſe, for being tame,they may be raken ar pleaſure. 
ThePullen will yeeld a greater profite: for there may be 
likewiſe kept ar alike plot, fourelcore Hennes, and twen« 
tie Cockes, admiteuery Hen to breed yearely but eighe 
Chickens, { though it will bee graunted they will breede 
twiſc in euery.yearc, and at each time cight at the leaſt) 
their number 15 ſixteencſcore couple, whereof eighticore 
couple to bee fold being Chickens at {ixpence the couple, 
make foure pound. Foureſcore couple of Hennes at twelue 
pence the couple comes to foure pound, and foureſcore 
couple of Capons attio ſhillings the couple, comes to 
cight pound, The Egges cannot bee lefle worth then 
cightpound at flue apenny. And the {1th that may be bred 
yearely in the Mote will yeeld thirreene ſhillinges jour 


pence: The torall is rwenty foure pound, thirteenc(hil- 
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lings and foure pence, out of which deduct thirteene 
pound, to buy rwenric ſixe quarters of Oates, whereby 
they may be allowed one weeke with another throughout 
the yeare, foure buſhels. Allow further yearcly. toure 
poundto the keeper of the Pullen and the maintaining of 
the plot, although it be ſuppoſed, rhat cuery one that will | 
| beeat thecharge ofany of theſe Plots , keepeth onethat 
tendeth his Pullen thar he hath already, ſo thar the charge 
hereof will bee ſo much the lefle; The houſe for Pullen 
will 'coſt about fortie ſhillings more then a houſe for 
Fowle, in reſpect that although the houſe may beerwo- 
yardes narrower, yet it muſt be three yardes longer, with 
Poles in it for the Pullen to (it vpon. As for neſts they ſhal | 
ncedenone in the houſe, but in borders where they will 
take moredelight to breedein thenin a houſe, and bee 
freer from diſcaſes, by reaſon ofthe ayre,therefore it ſhall 
not bee greatly needeful ro haue a Chamber in that houſe, 
for that the Keeper may bring the Oates at any time when 
hee commeth to them. But the reaſon why a Chamber is 
conuenient in the houſe, wherein the Fowle muſt bee vſed 
to feede, is eſpecially tor rhe Keeper to ſtay priuately jn 
zotake ſome of the Fowle atpleaſure, without offending 
thereſt. Thus all charges to the vttermoſt being ſer down, 
the remainder is ſeuen pound thirtcene ſhillings andfoure 
pence per andum declaro,at the leaft at a cheperare. The 
charge ofthe Plotis vnder three yeares purchaſe for the 
Pullen, anqthreeyeares purchaſe for Duckes and Mal- 
tards. As for the manner of breeding of Pullen and tame 
Fowle, itis needlefle ro ſet downe, onely thus much: For 
the tame, their charge will be aslitle oc leſſe then the wild, 
if they be bredin large Paſtures, where they may neither 
doc hurt to Corne nor Meadow ground, which the wilde 


will 
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will never doe. The reaſon is, the wild keepe in the water 
all the day , and feede altogether inthenighr, and dare 
not come neere Corne : andtheir Corne muſt bee given 
them cuery morning alictle, to drawethem to their bree- 
ding place in the day, whitherthey will not faile to come, 
being there bred and fed. It ſhal not be needfull ro beſtow 
much Corne vpon thetame, but onely at their firſt being 
put into the Plot, where they muſt bee kept in for three 
weekes or a moneth, in whichtime being fed euery Eue- 
ning, they will likewiſe ſo know their being, that thither 

they will comeinthenight, and feede abroad all day, c- 
ſpecially if they find that they tt quiet inthe night, ſuch is 
_ the difference of theirkinds, the one feedeth by day, and. 
the other by night. Now it remainerhto know how the. 
wild muſt bee bred , when they have choſen their Neſtes, 

which ſhall appeare in the Plot hereafter ſer downe, 

Afrer the Fowle begin to lay, once awecke their Kee- 
per may come to their neſtes when the Fowles are off, 
which will be towards night; and for that purpoſe bring 
with them an Lron ladle, with a handle halte a yardlong at 
the leaſt, wherewith they may reach into theneſts of the 
Fowle,and from thence take fome of the eldeſt laid Egges, 
as necreas they can geſic,leauing notaboue or vnder,two 
or three; taking grzat heederthat they neither handle them, 
nor breath vpon them, for their nature is to find thar faulr, 
andthen they wil forſake their nefts. Thus may the Egges 
for the more profit be raken fromrthem, ſo longas in dil. 
cretion ſhall be thought fit , which commonly will bee a, 
bout ſometen wecks,ere that they be perceiuedto feather 
their neſt : and bee ſure in the meane time to keepe ſome 
Egges, that had beene neither handled nor breached on;. 


ang ifthere want Egges in any ofthe neſts, wheniris per- 
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ceiuedthat they fir, then with the Ladle put in more, and 
make thenuinbariweleat ths leaft, The maner how to 
take them is taus, 

Thehouſe being made, as before is ſet down, the doore 
thereof mult be thus made? Alightframe of VVood as can 
be made, to be as broadl ar:d fo long as the Doore ſtead is, 
being for the purvolea yard or thereabour, for that com- 
monly is the breadth of Canuis or hare Cloth. Then 
take (for the better laſting) fo mnch haire Cloth as the 
Doore is of height, and make ir faſt ro the frame of wood 
as a Doore, which mult be hanged like a Shop window at 
the top of the Doore ſtead,to be drawen vp by a Cord and 
aÞully, and fo to ſtand. In the meane time the towle muſt 
bevſed to befed in the houſe, which by little and litle they- 
will cafily be brought vato,it they be vſually fed there,and 
{ome tame ones kept among them for that purpoſe,which 
for ſundry cauſes I hold the fitter to breede on; eſpecially 
they being not able to flie, muſt of neceſlitie ſtay there, 
which will make the Duckes to reſort thither for their 
mates. And ſome doe hold that the nature of the wilde 
Mallard, is to ſucke the Egges if hee find them; being thus 
viedco hauetheir Corne in the houſe, which they may be 
brought vato, whereof could giue many inſtances , but 
one may ſerue tor breuity : One art S. James, the other 
at the houſe from whence I deſcended, the laſt owner 
thercothad by a Tenant of his a dozen wild Ducke Egges 
broughthim, which he cauſed to.bee ſervnder a Henne, 
which brought him vp twelue yong Duckes, and of them 
were bred many about the Mote of his houſe,ſo that there 
hath beene threeſcore at a timezwhich although they were 
wild bced, yet would they haus followed from the Mote 


through the Court,and into the Hallfor meate, being cal- 
led 


rhe caſting of th: HMote, the beſt carth muſt bee cast into the Plot , to raiſc it fo 25 the Touje u 
ftand threeor foure yards h igher then the ſides to the Moteward, that the water imiy deſcend; and! 
= pleaſure, there may be ſome kind of Quick-woodſet about it , whereby it ray be kept Fort-lthe, T 
bor ders for pleaſure may be ſet with Þreuct, whereon many conceites may be ſaſhioned, ſeeming as thou 
the Fowle bred under them; bat for profit with Gooſe-berie ſets, which will pat forth and be greene tim 
ly ini the yrare,to ſhadow the N gfts. The paſſadzes betwene the neſtr,would be a yard broad at the leaſt,an: 
za the vaſt places ahout the houſe, ſome fruit trees may be planted for profit. On the cnt [ide of the Mai 
for Fowle, there muſt be a donble Quick-wood ſet of Wwhitethorne , kept thicke in the bitome that th 
Fowle may not creepe through zo be kept battled if the owner pleaſe. The Quick-wooa to be ſet cloſe toth 
ſide of the Bridge, and the Bridge to lie longer forth then the Hedge, ty ayardand ahalfe , ſo that un 
eithes ſide of the Bridge, there may be alittle Doore to open andſhut at pleaſure, to the end the wild lint 
after they be fourteene aajes old, may be let forth a nights to feede, and to ceme in a mornings (where) 
they w'll not faile.) The tame kind muſt not be let forth, till they be paſt taking hurt Ly Vermize, anatht 
tobe let forth amornines, and to come in a Evenings. For Pullen there needeth no Fence at all on the out 


f 


and aTrap continually would be kept on the Bridge. On either ſide the Mote, there muſt be left 2 yard ani 
a halfe, or rather two yards in the inſide for the Fowle to ſit on at pleaſure, and for fiſhing the Mote, th: 
Adore m:y be broder at the owners pleaſure. In large Parkes or Paſture grounds, it were moſt profit tot 
both Eowle and Pullen, the Plats being as farre aſunader as may be. | 


Placethis betweene Fol. 20, and 21 » 


—— 


ſide: On the Bridge there muſt be a Doore, and ſo made as noVermine may creepe in , either cucr or byi, 


19ure of rhe Plot. 
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led, and but ſometime vied fo for pleaſure. And when it 
pleaſ:dihe owner to ſce a flight, they were alwayes pur 
out of the Mote,and then would they flieto the riucr,orto 
ſome other pits of water where they were to be found, and 
being fline ar, as many as eſcaped with lite, would not faile 
to come home» The Fowle being thus wonted to the 
houſe, the Keeper being determined to take any of them, 
may goc into the houſe and call them thither , according 
to his wonted manner, the Corne being firewed inthe 
houſe, the Keeper may goe vp a Ladder into the Cham- 
ber, and there (tay withthecord ofthe Doorein his hand, 
as priuately as he can, and by degrees let the doore downe, 
and when hee perceiueth that moſt of the Fowle are gone 
forth, then may he let the Doore cloſe downe, and lo take 
them as quictly as may be, and no whit oftendthereſt. If 
all Noble men and others of the better fort would pur this 
in execution in Forreſts,Chaſes,Parkes, great Paſtures and 
Commons,it wouldnor only be very beneficiall tor them- 
ſelues in their houſe-keeping , but would likewiſe caſe the 
extreme dearth of victuals, tothe cafing of this grieuance. 


 Objeftions againſt breeding of Fowle. 

Hart ſuch abundance of Fowle by this means may 

bee bred, thatthereby Corne may be.made deere, 

Secondly , that they will deſtroy the increaſe of 

Fiſh. Thirdly,that they willfo toyle the ground where they 
arc bred, that the cattcil will not eate the graſle. 

; T hes Anſwer tothis Obieftron. 

Irſt, as touching the dearch of Corne that by them 

may grow , that (hall bee anſwered hereafter inplace 

tor thar purpoſe , and how more Corne may bee = 

ue i 
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ned by thetenth parc then they can ſpend, which is yeare- 
| ly deſtroyedby Vermne. 

Secondly, that they doe not deſtroy or hinder the 
breede of Fiſh, as it doth appeare, eſpecially inthe Fennes 
ofthe lle of Ely, where there is greater {tore of Fiſh, then 
therc is in any place of England, except it bcein ſuch like 
Fennie grounds : in which lle there is more Fowle then 
there isin ali England beſides, eſpecially in ſpawning rime 
at which time they may doe molt hurt, but at other times 
they can doe none: For after there is life inthe Fifh, no 
{wimming Fowle can hurt them. And for the better fatil- 
fa&tion of all meninthis point, let cuery man call to re-+ 
membrance whether cuer he ſaw or heard of a Fiſh taken 
outofa wild Mallards crop. . 

Thirdly, as touching their foyling ofthe ground,an jn- 
ſtance may be taken by all Fenniſh Commons where they 

haunt, and by all other Commons where greatſtore of 
Geeſe arebred and kept, where is to be ſcene the foyle of 
the Geeſe to be thicke onthe ground {and yet the Cattell 
feeding among it) that in common reaſon they cannot 
but gather ſome of it into their mouthes:thovgh the foyle 
of Geeſe is holdenthe moſt dangerous foile of all other 
Fowle, yet did I neuerheare any complaine of any loſſe 
taken either by their foyle or feathers, although inthe 
moulting time, the Commons will ſeeme as it were 
ſtrowed with feathers. And it is holden by many good 
Husbands, that Fowles, eſpecially Duckes and Mallards 
doe much good to-ground and Carttel,eſpecially ro Deere 
and Sheepe, namely by gathering vp the Wormes that ſo 
ſproute vp the earth inthe night, which earth in grounds 
that are caten bare, is beaten abroad with euery ſhowre of 


Raine vpon theſhort graſle, which commonly is the ” 
re 
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teſt, whereon the Deere and Sheepe deſire moſt to feede; 
and thereby gather vp the earth that is ſo beaten on the 
Grafle by the raine, which earth is holden by moſt skilfull 
men inſheepe, to bee the principall cauſe of theRotte: 
whichthe'bercer may bee conceived for as much as ex- 
periencehath manifeſted, that ſeldome either Sheepe or 
Deererotte in grounds deepe of Grafle. Alſo Wormes 
live by the fat of the earth, and decay theſtcength thereof, 
(asall the great Gardiners doe affirmez which Fowle and 
Pullen will deſtroy, eſpecially wild Ducke and Mallard, in 
reſpeCt that they altogether feede by night on the bareſt 
grounds, and vpon VWormes molt efall, | 


T he ſecond remedie for the dearth of Victuals, by 
planting of Frutte. 

*Or as much as by the experience that is taken out of 
moſt ofthe Countries of this Kingdome,eſpecially our 

of ſome parts of Worceſterſhire, Gloceſterſhire, & Here- 
fordſhire,wher it is generally affirmedthat there be ſundry 
men,thatraiſcth to their purſes yearly two hiidredpounds, 
by Fruit trees growing there in theirhedges and fields, 
ouer and beſides what hee ſpenderh in his houſe, in Cider 
and Perric: And that there are ſome perſons, that haue thir- 
ticorfortic Hogdſheds ina yeare for Tithe. And further 
it appeareth, that in moſt Townes ofthis Kingdome,there 
haue beene prouident Husbands that have planted Or- 
chards, which ineffe&t are now decayed, which haue not 
onely beene very beneficiall co themſclues, bur alfo to the 
Commonwealth, and there be yet ſomefew that do plant, 
ſome an Acre of ground, which is yearely worth five 
poundac theleaſt in Fruite. In reſpe&t whereof and for o- 


ther goodconliderations,itit were Ny 104 regard = 
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2.4. T he Commons complaint. 
like profit may be yearcly raiſed inthe greater part of this 
Kingdome, to the great profir of the Plancers, and benefir 
to the Commonwealch, which will likewiſe bee a fpeciall 
meanes to disburden vs of the greateſt part of this grie- 
wvance, for that thereby the extreme price of Victuals will 
be greatly ea{ed,) Thar there may be a cerraine number of 
frue trees. planted in all che Hedges, as of Apples, War- 
dens and Peares , and moſt of all Apples, where White: 
thorne and Crab-trees doe or may hereafter grow being 
planted, viz. For every Acre of encloſed ground foure 
trees, whici: can no way be hurtfull, or Einder any other 
profic wharſoeuer that may be raiſed out of hedges. The 
fruiterhat by this meanes may be raiſed yearely,can not be 


lefle worth then twelue hundred thouſand pounds, ifthe 


frun were ſold but tor (ixe pence a buſhel], 

Andrthis I may prouetwo leuerall wayes, Firſt, by ex- 
perience taken from Crabbes,it is knowen to all Huſwiues 
that a buthcll of Crabbes, will make two gallonsanda 
halte of Veriuice, and ſo much ſome cf the bzit Chandlors 
1n London haue affirmed to mee. I have alſo inquired of 
ſomc of the berrer ſort inhabiting in the Countries before 
recited, as I haue trauellea through thole Countries for 
this purpoſe for my better experience, how much Cider a 
buſheli of Apples will yecld, or a buſhel] of Peares of Per- 
riez whole anſweres for the molt part were, that a buſhell 
of ordinzrie Apples , would ar the firit prefſe yeeld two 
gallons, anda buſhell of Peares for the moſt part, two 
gallons andahbalfe;and by purtt:vg a gallon of faire water 
antothe Apples ſo preſſed,andletting it ſtand ſome twelue 
houres, ſometimes ſtirring them , and then prefle them a- 
gaine, would yeeld another gallon , but not ſo good for 


long laſting as the firſt. 
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' The ſecond is this, that in a buſhel| there is about tenne 
{core ofthe greateſt Pippins, let ſome ofchem ro the num- 
ber of twentie bee baked in a Pot for the purpoſe, or take 
twentic of them androſte, avdthat man will be holden tor 
a monltcr, that can eare {o many at one meale, which may 
bee ſold tora penny, anc the ſurpluſage being fourelcore, 
willrecompence the labour tharis taken about them. By 
cithcr of theſe meanes] hope it will bee allowed, that of 
themſclues they are worth the rate before ſet downe, and 
' being baked iv Paſte, a good and prc fitablevicis made of 
them in many mens houtes. by ſauing other victuals; and 
when it pleaſeth God to bleſle thoſe tew tru: trees that are 
in this Kiogdome, it wil ſomething abate the extreme pri- 
ces of vituals. This preſent ycare may bean inſtance,and 
all Drovers of Catrel} will athrme , that they haue felt the 
ſmarr of rheplentie of fruice, and the inhabicants of rhe 
Citie of London will acknowledge, that the fruit that 
commeth thither, caſeth lomerhing the prices of viduals, 
The greateſt hinderance which may be to theſe good 
workes of planting fruit, and wood, will beconfefled of 
moſt men by their experience, who haue in their times 
ſcene many men begiune to plant orchards, and fer quick- 
wood, to the'end to haue hedges in many plates, eſpect- 
ally by high wayes for the ſauing of corne; and at the firſt 
will make ſome proviſion tor the preſeruing of the ſame, 
which afterwards ſome by couctingrhe grafle growing in 
Cc orchard, putreth ſome kinde of catrell ckerein which 
breaketh and ſpoileth the grafts : others by want cf mai» 
tayning the fences, whereby their expeRtation, coſt andla- 
bour is loſt, and ſo in quick-wood after a great coſt in plans 
tivg, for alittlemore coſt in maintayning, all is troden 


downeandloſt; in like ſort much good ſpring wood is 
E 2 ſpoiled 
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26 The Commons complaint. 
ſpoiled by cattell by want of good fencing. Thus cither by 


couctoulneſlſe, nipgardlineſſe,or negligence, many good 
actions are ouerthrowne tothe loſle both of the owner & 
common-wealth;z my counſell herein is to beginne wel, 
and to perſeuer therein vnto the end, 


Obieftions agarnſt planting of fruit. 
l:ft, that if they bee planted in hedges they will bee 
itolen, and the hedges broken for them. 
Secondly , that ſuch plenty of fruit would make 
corne ouer-cheape for the Farmour. 

Thirdly, thatif the hedges were fo thicke planted with 
trees, in cloſes or fields, thatare not aboue fixe acres, they 
will be very hurtfull ; for that if ſuch cloſes or fields ſhall 
happen to bec ſowen with corne or mowen for hay , the 
trees will fo keepe off the Sunne and winde that in wer 
barveſts ic will greatly hinder the drying of hay and corne. 

Fourthly , that his land is his owne, and he will not be 
conſtrained to vie it otherwiſe then leliſteth,and that ſuch 
as hauea thouſand acres or more in occupation, may haue 
ſo much fruit as he ſhall notknow what to doe with it. 


The anſwere to thefe Obieftions. 


g i HefirſtI grant in part,that fruic being planted bue 


| in particular may beitolen, and little good may 
grow thereby , bur being generally planted as is 
xequired,what cauſe may any charitable man haueto com- 
plaine? or what man complaineth in any of the Countries 
before recited (from whence example for this purpoſeis 
taken) of ſtealing his fruit, where the hedges are as _— 
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The Commons complaint, 27 
with fruit trees and other trees as is required? For ſcarcity 


cauſcth ſtealing , butin thoſe Countries the trees in the 
hedges hang as commonly full of fruit onthe high waies 


fide as onthe other, and the hedges of fields and cloſes in 


thoſe Countries, and in ſome other Countries are as thick 
of fruit trees andother trees as are required, and yet not- 
withſtanding ſuch as haue corne or hay*in little cloſes 
make ſhift to ger it drie. Thus the firſt & third is anſwered. 

What charity is in the fourth, I referreto the cenſure 
ofthe indifferentReader. For it is in reaſon to be concei- 
uedthat hardly halfe of the people of the Kingdome bath 
not grounds toplant on, bur would buy them atthe rate 
ſer downe, being cheaper then any other victuals,8& by the 
plenty of fruitiuch ſtoreot Cydar may be made andkepr 
without loſle, vntill it may happen thar. a deere yearc of 
corne may come, which then may beſpentin drinke , and 
barly be conuerted to breadcorne, and by this meanes- 
corne may alwaies be {old at reaſonableprices in.this land. 
This may bee prooued by the beft Merchants who will 
averre that Cyder will keepe ſeucn yeares, And by 
this meanes ſuch ſtore of Corne and Cyder may alwayes 
bein the Realme, that much treaſure may be brought into 
theland for Corne, Cyder, and many other commodities 
that may be ſpared, whereby the Kingdome may be great- 
ly enriched, and the cuſtomes increaſed tothe good of the 
King, 

The ſecond is idle : for what man of experienceknow- 
eth not but that the Farmour that hweth by tillage, by fce- 
ding of becfs, muuttons, hogs, pullep, & many other things 
that may be fed or bred by corne , may make at all times 
(ithee thinke corne roo cheape in the market) by theſe 
meanes a ſufficientprice ofhis corne forthe buyer and ſe]- 
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ler. Moreouer, much more ground may beconuerted to 
thefecding and breeding ofcartel] and ro dayries,all which 
is (as the world now gocth) very conuenient, the rather 
for that by experienceir hath beene continually ſeene that 
whereas corne is deare one yearc in ſeauen, yet for other 
five or {ixe yeares it is ar a morereaſonable rate then other 
viauals, which yearely riſe in price, and ſeldome or neuer 
abate. And further if corne be very cheape it way be tranſ- 
ported as it hath beene, with Pery and Cyder iato other 
Countries,fo that if the Farmours ſhould looſe ſomerhing 


inthe prices of their corne,yert they ſhall gaine much more 


in their houſe-keeping and other neceſlaries. 

And whereas it may ſeeme diſtaltfull ro ſome to plane 
their Fruit trees in the Hedgeszadmir that there ſhould be 
an Acre incloſed, wherein may be planted foureſcore fruit 

Irees, every tree may haue a cleuen yards roome to grow 
| on, Whereby the ground may take no hurt by Woods, 
which after tenyeares will yeeld one yeare with another 
andonetree with another a buſhell of truit, rated as before 
at ſixe pencethe buthell, this profit will amount to force 
ſhillings the Acre at that rate. Admirtfurther, thar the 
charge of incloſing of this acre round abour,being 8.Rode 
of breadth, and iwentie in length, ſhould coſt 18.pencea 
Rode,to haue a good Ditch double or treble,ſer with quick 
Thorncs and Hedged round about on the outſide of the 
Ditch, which Hedge will laſt wel three yeares: at the three 
yeares end towards the [ater end of March, cut the quicke 
wood vp wards with a kanite cloſe by the ground, & weede 


the graſſe cleane vp from about the rootes, the woodof 


the old Hedge will pzy for rhe labour, and then the firſt 
charge is foure pound and foure ſhilling. Then Hedgeit 


new againe,which may coll thirr;e and ſixe ſhillings , — 
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Hedge will laſt wel] till the quicke wood bee paſt taking . 


huri. tor that m thoſe three yeares after it is cut , it will. 


grow higher chen ity ould do in ten yeares being nor cut, 
andio thick that nothing can get through ir. Inthe meane 


time Whileſt the Fence is in growing, ifthere bee ſtrewed | 


in a Nurſerie the kernels of a hundred Apples, or kernels 
of Crabbes, or ſet when or before the quicke woodis ſer, 
there will be more ſers then that ground requireth, which 
being well preſerued, will bee big enough in threeor foure 


 yeares to graft vpon. The charge being (ixe pound, is but 


three yeares purchaſe, 


The third and fourth grieuance,For deſtroying 
of Virmine. 
Hegreateſt deuourers of Corne, of theſe kinde are 


KL Rookes, Crowes and Sparrawes,the number where-- 


ofis inflaite, and ſo is the quantitie of Corne which they 
deſtroy zearely. They alſo greatly hinder the increaſe of 
Corne , wich when they cannor find it lying abouethe 
ground,they ſcratch it vp with their Clawes or picke it vp 
with their Bils, Blades and Rootes; and when Corne is 
eared, then if it happento be laide , bothRyokes and Pid- 
geons light vpon ut, and ſoſpoyleit, rhatifitwere worth 


tortic ſhillings an Acre before, in-one weeke they will 


make itnort worth tenne ſhillings the Acre, One kind of 
theſe Crowes line much vpon Chickens and Fowle , and 


by their Egges,and kill yong Lambes,anddoe muc::burt 


beſides. There are alſo many other flying Vermine, that 
deſtroy Pheſants, Partridges, Fowle, Pullen and young 


Rabbers, which are Bvzards, Kites , Ring-tailes and Pyes, 
all which or the moſt part ofrhem may eaſily be deſtroyed 
ia three yeares onely , by the pulling downe of their neſts, 


in. 
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in breedingtime not ſuffering any of them to breed, euery 
man to vndertake for his owne ground vpon a penaltie, to. 
the vie ofthe poore of the Pariſh. Two other great ſpoy- 
lers of Fowle, arethe ſhooting in Peeces, and water Dogs; 
the one galleth morethen they kill and ger, that are loſt,fo 
doth dogges when the Fowle are young, and in moulting 
time. And much Lead and Poulder might beefaued, by 
reaſon that euery man may haue Hawkes meate by his 
Fowle and Pullen. 


Oz1ncTtlionNs. 


Hat true it is that is alleadpged, that the Vermine 

: before mentioned areas hurtfull ro the common 
wealth as is alleadged, and that many yeares fince 

by Ad of Parliament there was a ſpecial law made for the 
generall deſtroying ofall kind of vermine that could bee 
thought vpon, as Foxes, Badgers, Polecats, wilde Cats, 
Stotes, and all other whatſocuer, which was as muchas -- 
then was thought conuenicnt. 


Tuz AnsSvviR, 


ſtroying of vermine aforeſaid , and of other vermine, 

bur ſo ſmal an allowance was made that no man made 
accompt thereof : wherefore by allowing a goodpropor- 
tion for this buſineſſe, they may bec ſoonedeftroyed, and 
the charge ſoone ended; and then all vexmine being de- 
ſtroyed and Pidgeon houſes ſuppreſſed (excepting onely 
ſa-h as arc allowed by the Common Lawes of this King- 
dome)it cannot be thoughe that corne will cucr be we” | 
O 


T: appeareth that ſuch an A& was made for the de. 
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Of wood, 


Hus itis ſufficiently proued, that wood being ge- 
| | nerally planted for euery acre of this Kingdome, 
being atleaſt foure and rwenty millions, the tim- 
ber trees growing til they be foureſcore yeres o1d,cannot 
be lefle worth chen twenty ſhillings a tree : whereby ir ap- 
peareth that cuery tree groweth after the rate of three 
pence per anzum,& fourc trees being plantedin cuery acre 
commethro rwelue pence an acre per anzum: ſo thatthe 
ſummeaariſcth to twelue hundred rhouſand pounds per an- 
yum, by reaſon that the tenants are but to plant two trees 
inanacre, Andthetrces for firewood thar are required, 
cogither with the maſt that may grow thereupon, will be 
as much worth as the timber, and admitting that the 
fourth part of the Kingdome be already repleniſhed, yer 
the gaine by wood and timber of the other threeparts will 
ariſe to eighteene hundred thouſand pounds. The timber 
and firewood that ſhall be planted in paſture ground as a- 
foreſaid, will be clearely gained by the better breeding and 
feeding of the number of cattell morethat may be bred by 
thepaſture and ſtrawthar may be ſaued, which is now ſpoi- 
led and burnt,the worth of beaſts two hundred thouſand & 
ewelue per annum at the leaſt. All which may beeffeted 
with leſſe then three yeares purchaſe in paſture & meadow 
grounds,& the whole charge of planting in barren ground 
may berecoueredinlefſerhenfixe yeares,8 after ten yeares 
the ſoile will be improued from twelue pence an acre per 
annum, to ten ſhillings an acre per azzum ar the leaſt. The 
firewood of athouſand trees being well husbanded wil be 


worth twelue pence a tree ateuery ten yeares end. The 
F ground 
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ground is improued ten pound pey az, and thatthe 
five hun&rca ymber trees tenaining will be better worth 
then five hundredpounds, 


Of Frut. 


&” 


TT 5s alſo proned that fruit trees may bee pianredir , 
; twelve millions of acres at the }-alt in this Kingdome, -' 


hich being rated at two ſhillings :n acre, 13:ze pence 
airce,thevalue thereotcommetrh to twelve hundred thous 
{od pounds per anzum , out of which being deducted for 


tic fivit already planted in this Kingdome two hundred 


thouſand pounds, yer there remaineth one miliion of | 
pounds gained yeareliezandrhat the fruit trees whict ſhall -- 


be plartcd in orchards will not coſt adoue three yeares 
purchaſe, and in hedge rowes notone yeares purchaſe, 


Of Fowle and Pallc ps. ' 


S concerniog the breeding of Fowle and Pullen, 
it is tkewiſe proved that there may be wel] breaſo 
many as will bee worth frafre hundred thouſand 
pounds per anzwm , in this Kingdome, after the rate of 
eight pence the couple one with another , and that proui- 
ſion being made for the deſtroying of vermine , there will 


be Fowles enough ſoone bred in this Realme : arid tharif '* 
eucry owner of pidgeons ſhould yeariie breede ſo many: ; 


Fowles or Pullen, as they keepe old pidgeons , and eiy 


man ti:athath grounds conuenient would. make plotsts. | 
breede on as is aforeſaid, ir would greatly eaſe the dearth 


oi victuals, the charge whereof will not bee aboverhree 
yeares purchaſe: for the better vnderftanding whereof it is 
BEE” | | | 0 


8 


to benoted rhar it appeareth by the generall map-of this 
Kingdome that it contayneth nine and rwenty millions 
five hundred {ixtyeight thouſand zcres,out ofwhich num- 
ber deducting five millions , and the odde thouſands of 
Acres for high waies , wildlying grounds and waſts not fit 
| [Sorplanting, there remainett foure and twenty millions, 
| wiich:being ratca at a penny an acre amounteth to an 
hundred thouſand ounds. 


Suppreſsing of Prageon houſes, and d;troying 
6 Vermi ne. 


Nditis likewiſe proued, that by ſuppreſſing halfe 
; the Pidgeon noutes oi this Realme, and of Pidge- 
ons kept ouer Gates, Chambers, and other places 
forthat purpoſe, there may vce yearcly ſaued fo much 
Gorne as is worth two Millions of pounds at the leaſt, 
which they deſtroy and ſpoyle : which may bee effected 
without charge : ard that by the ccfiroying of feather :d 
Fowles, which in like ſort defiroy and denoure Corne,and 
binder the incrcaſe of the ſame, there may bee ſauedas 
mch Corne yearely in this Realme, as is worth three mil- 
logs of pounds. By the deſtroying of the beforerecired 
vermine,there may be ſaued in fcwles and pullen and egs, 
which they ceſtroy yearely , the worth of fiue thouſand 
pound at the leaſt, befides young Fawnes , Lambes , Rab- 
bers, ar:d many other things by them deſtroyed. Ican 
make proofe where there were within this three yeare ſe- 
uen douſen couple of Rabbets found on a heape, carried 
rogetherin lefletime then a moneth by a Stote. Aiſo by 
a.generall deſtroying of Rats and Mice there may be ſa- 
ved yearcly in bread, cheele, corne and other _ 
| Vnlc 
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which they deuoure and deſtroy , fourc hundred thouſand 
pound at the leaſt. All or the moſt parr of which vermine 


may bedeſtroyed with leſle coſt then thelofle which is ſus 


Kainedby them in one halfe yeare, by allowing a good 


proportion to _ man that deſtroyeth them as well; 
young and olde, as their egges and neafts : which woul F- 
' incourage ſeruants and poore men ro be induſtrious, in ! 
deſtroying the ſaid vermine,and ſothe worke would ſoone | 


be finiſhed,and the charge ended. 

Summe, nine millions, two hundred thouſand pound 
ſaued and gained by this proic& yearly to the performers, 
beſides the good that may grow cherby to the Common 
wealch, 

That ir might beprouided that no Tenants ſhouldb: 
indamnified by their Land-lords by letting any of their 
Farmes,whereupon they haue planted wood or truite,be 
fore they haue receiued ſufficjeat profite of their labour, 
withour ſufficient recompence for their charge. 
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